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Dear Friends, 
 
Much has happened in the last few days as a result of the global COVID-19 crisis. 
 
The President of the United States has declared a state of emergency and the stock market has lost 20% of its value, 
though I read yesterday it had made some good gains. Most collegiate and professional sports have ceased their activities. 
 
The Governor of Illinois has mandated that no gatherings larger than 250 people can take place and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, joining other dioceses around the country has set limits on what can go on in parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese. Below is a summary of information sent to pastors by the Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago. My 
comments are highlighted in RED): 
 
Liturgical Masses and Services, Schools and the Pastoral Center 
 
Based on current guidelines from local public health departments, which recommend the cancellation of public gatherings 
involving 250 or more people, Cardinal Cupich mandated the suspension until further notice of all liturgical services 
effective Saturday evening with the regularly scheduled weekend services. In addition, he has mandated the closing of 
schools operated by the archdiocese, and to close the Pastoral Center and related agency offices until further notice.  
  
“This was not a decision I made lightly,” said Cardinal Cupich. “The Eucharist is the source and summit of our life as 
Catholics. And our schools and agencies provide essential services to many thousands across Cook and Lake Counties. But, 
in consultation with leaders from across the archdiocese, for the sake of the safety of our students, parishioners, and all 
the women and men who serve the people of the archdiocese, it is clear that we must take the better part of caution in 
order to slow the spread of this pandemic.”  
 
At St. Theresa, there will be no weekend Masses or weekday Masses celebrated until given approval by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago to do so. The priests of the parish will be celebrating Mass privately every day, and will pray for 
the Mass intentions designated for each day as well as remembering all of you in prayer. 
 
Keeping Churches Open for Personal Devotion 
Our churches should remain open for private prayer during a timeframe best determined by each pastor given constraints 
of staffing and the need to perform routine maintenance.  
At St. Theresa, the church will remain open for prayer during the following timelines:  

Monday – Thursday:  9:00 am – 9:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Saturday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Sunday: The church will be closed on Sundays. 

We hope to devote some time each day to Eucharistic Adoration. Time is yet to be determined. 
  
Spiritual Communion via Televised/Live-Streamed Masses 
Televised or live-streamed, online Mass viewing is an opportunity for the faithful to remain connected to the Sacrifice of 
the Mass during this difficult time. Please share with your people https://www.mercyhome.org/sunday-mass/, which is 
televised across Chicagoland and available online. If your parish is able do livestreaming of Mass from your church, please 
offer this to your parishioners.  
Other resources I have been given include: 

• EWTN – ewtn.com 
• Relevant Radio – Masses at noon each day. These Masses will be broadcast live on   

 WKBM (930AM) & WNTD (950 AM), on the Relevant Radio® app, at    
 relevantradio.com, and on Father Rocky Facebook page. The Mass will be   
 rebroadcast each evening at 7:30pm. 

• Marytown – Libertyville - Chapel Live Stream with Mass on Sunday at 9:00am and Mon-Sat at 12:00 PM - 
kolbeshrine.org 

• We are looking into ways of recording or live streaming a Mass from St. Theresa, but that is not available yet for 
this Sunday. 

https://www.mercyhome.org/sunday-mass/
http://www.ewtn.com/
https://relevantradio.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=390f62fbba6116408bd0312badf8473d&i=164A232A2A1684
https://relevantradio.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=390f62fbba6116408bd0312badf8473d&i=164A232A2A1674
https://relevantradio.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=390f62fbba6116408bd0312badf8473d&i=164A232A2A1704
http://www.kolbeshrine.org/
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Baptism  
At this time, Baptisms are still possible based on pastoral urgency. However, in order to limit any potential spread of the 
virus to a vulnerable population, we recommend only small, private family Baptisms. At St. Theresa, we typically don’t 
schedule Baptisms during Lent 
  
Confession  
During Lent, it is important that our people experience God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
At St. Theresa, Confessions will continue to be offered in the church on Saturday afternoon from 12:30 – 1:30 pm.  
  
Weddings and Funerals 
At this time, weddings and funerals are still possible. However, to limit any potential spread of the virus to a vulnerable 
population, we recommend only small private family weddings and funeral services. Again, per the recommendations 
from the IDPH and CDPH, gatherings above 250 people are to be cancelled, as well as those that may attract people of 
vulnerable populations. 
  
Anointing of the Sick  
Can be celebrated given strict guidelines. Many health care facilities are currently not allowing guests (including priests) 
into their facilities to protect their aged patients and residents.  
 
Regarding Religious Education, RCIA and All Other Ministry Groups 
All classes, sessions and meetings are to be cancelled regardless of the number of attendees/participants. This effectively 
shuts down St. Theresa Parish for the time being as all gatherings are to be cancelled. Receptionists will be working 
regular hours to respond to phone calls and receive deliveries but parishioners will not be allowed into any buildings (with 
the exception of the church) unless directed by a staff person. This is to facilitate cleaning and protect our people. Staff 
will be allowed to work in their offices as the need arises.  
 
Please remember this situation is very volatile and extremely fluid, so changes are being made very rapidly. Please pay 
attention to Flocknote and the Parish Website (www.sttheresachurch.org) for updates as they occur. Something you read 
in the morning may need to be updated by the afternoon, so please check regularly. 
 
I will offer a spiritual reflection in my next communication, but please pray for all people who have perished as a result of 
coronavirus, for those who are sickened by it and for all who fear it. Let’s pray for our healthcare providers as they treat 
those who are ill and dying. We pray for our spiritual leaders, Pope Francis, Cardinal Cupich and all bishops as well as our 
President, Governor and all leaders of government. Finally, let’s try to be good neighbors and take care of those around us 
who may be in need in this difficult time. 
 
May God bless you all.  
Fr. Tim  

http://www.sttheresachurch.org/

