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THE ORDER OF DEDICATION  
 

PART ONE 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES  
 

The Entrance into the Chapel  
Gathered by the statue of St. Theresa, the parish community, priests, deacons, ministers are greeted by the Bishop. 
 

Bishop:  May grace and peace be with you all  
    in the holy Church of God. 

R.   And with your spirit.  
 

Bishop:  Beloved brothers and sisters, 
we have gathered with joy 
to dedicate a new church 
by celebrating the Lord’s Sacrifice. 
Let us take part in these sacred rites 
  with loving devotion, 
listening to the Word of God with faith,  
so that our community, 
reborn from the one font of Baptism 
and nourished at the same table, 
may grow into a spiritual temple 
and, brought together at one altar, 
may advance in the love from on high. 
 

The procession begins to the chapel entrance. The ministers lead the way. The parish community follows behind the Bishop 
and sing the following acclamation.  
 
Procession to Chapel       Psalm 122, setting by Joncas 
 

 
  



At the threshold of the chapel, representatives who have been involved in the renovations of the chapel address the Bishop. 
The Bishop calls Father Tim Fairman, pastor of St. Theresa, forward to open the door of the church. When the door 
unlocked the Bishop invites all to enter in: 
 

Bishop:  Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving,  
his courts with songs of praise. 

 

All follow the procession through the chapel and into the church where parishioners may find a place to sit for the Mass.  
 
Entrance Hymn                Go Up to the Altar of God, Chepponis 
 

 
 
The Blessing and Sprinkling of Water 

 

Bishop:  Dear brothers and sisters,  
as we solemnly dedicate this house… 
…we may come at last to the heavenly Jerusalem.  
Through Christ our Lord. 

 

  Amen. 
 

         I Saw Water Flowing, Nestor 

 
  



Bishop:  May God, the Father of mercies,  
dwell in this house of prayer  
and, by the grace of the Holy Spirit,  
cleanse us who are the temple where he dwells. 

 

Amen. 
 
The Glory to God        A Community Mass, Proulx 
 

 
 



 
 
Collect 
 

Bishop:  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
pour out your grace upon this place 
and extend the gift of your help 
to all who call upon you, 
that the power of your word and of the Sacraments 
may strengthen here the hearts of all the faithful. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

 

Amen.  
 
 
 

  
  



PART TWO 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
 

Bishop:  May the word of God 
resound always in this building, 
to open for you the mystery of Christ 
and to bring about your salvation in the Church. 

 

Amen.  
 
Reading I             Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
 

Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly,  
     which consisted of men, women,  
     and those children old enough to understand. 
Standing at one end of the open place that was 
     before the Water Gate, 
He read out of the book from daybreak till midday, 
in the presence of the men, the women, 
and those children old enough to understand; 
and all the people listened attentively to the  
     book of the law. 
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform  
     that had been made for the occasion 
He opened the scroll  
     so that all the people might see it,  
     (for he was standing higher than any of the people); 
and, as he opened it, all the people rose. 
Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, 
     and all the people, their hands raised high, 
     answered, “Amen, amen!” 
Then they bowed down and prostrated 
     themselves before the LORD, 
their faces to the ground. 
Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, 
     interpreting it so that all could understand 
        what was read. 
Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, 
     and Ezra the priest-scribe 
   and the Levites who were instructing the people 
   said to all the people: 
   “Today is holy to the LORD your God. 
 
 



Do not be sad, and do not weep” – 
   for all the people were weeping as they heard 
     the words of the law.  
He said further: “Go eat rich foods and drink 
     sweet drinks, 
   and allot portions to those who had 
     nothing prepared; 
   for today is holy to our LORD. 
Do not be saddened this day, 
   for rejoicing in the LORD must be your strength!” 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm               Psalm 19, setting by Chepponis 
 

Your words Lord are spirit and life, spirit and life. 
 
 
Reading II                  Hebrews 13: 8-15 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
Do not be carried away by all kinds  
     of strange teachings. 
It is by  
It is good to have our hearts strengthened  
      by grace and not by foods,  
   which do not benefit those who live by them.  
We have an altar from which those who serve  
      the tabernacle  
   have no right to eat. 
The bodies of the animals whose blood 
   the high priest brings into the sanctuary  
     as a sin offering  
  are burned outside the camp.  
Therefore, Jesus also suffered outside the gate,  
     to consecrate the people by his own blood. 
Let us then go to him outside the camp, 
     bearing the reproach that he bore. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 

  



Gospel Acclamation         Setting by Chepponis 
 

 
 
 
Gospel          John 12:31-36a 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world;  
   now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  
And when I am lifted up from the earth,  
    I will draw all people to myself.”  
He said this to indicate the kind of death  
     he would die.  
The crowd answered him,  
   “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever.  
      How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up?  
      Who is this Son of Man?”  
Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer.  
     Walk while you have the light,  
        so that the darkness may not overtake you.  
If you walk in the darkness,  
     you do not know where you are going.  
While you have the light, believe in the light,  
     so that you may become children of light.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Homily               The Most Reverend Jeffrey Grob 
 
  



Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 

All bow at the following words: 
 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

 
  



PART THREE 
 

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THE 
ANOINTINGS 

 
 

The Litany of Supplication 
 

Bishop:   Dearly beloved,  
let us pray to God to God the almighty Father, 
who makes the hearts of the faithful 
into spiritual temples for himself, 
and may the supplication of the Saints, 
our brothers and sisters,  
be joined with our voices. 

 

Deacon: Let us kneel. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
Prayer 
 

Bishop:   Mercifully accept our petitions, 
we pray, O Lord, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and all the Saints, 
so that this building to be dedicated in your name 
may be a house of salvation and grace 
where the Christian people, gathering as one, 
will worship you in spirit and in truth 
and be built up in charity. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

Deacon: Let us stand.  



The Deposition of the Relics 
The relics of St. Charles Lwanga and Pope St. Pius the X are brought forward to the Bishop who places them in the 
aperture in the altar. 
 

Hic est vere Martyr, Here Is a True Martyr, Vivanco 
 

Hic est vere martyr, 
qui pro Christi nomine sanguinem suum fudit, 
qui minas iudicum non timuit, 
nec terrenae dignitatis gloria quaesivit, 
sed ad coelestia regna feliciter pervenit. 

 
 
The Prayer of Dedication 

The Bishop recites the Prayer of Dedication.  
 

Bishop:  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
The Anointing of the Altar and the Blessing of the Walls of the Church 
 

Bishop:  May the Lord by his power  
sanctify this altar and this house,  
which by our ministry we anoint,  
so that as visible signs  
they may express the mystery of Christ  
and the Church. 

 
How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place, from “A German Requiem,” Brahms 

 

How lovely is thy dwelling place,  
O Lord of hosts! 
For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth,  
for the courts of the Lord : 
my soul and body crieth out, 
 yea for the living God. 
Blest are they, that dwell within Thy house :  
they praise Thy name evermore. 

  

Here is a true martyr, 
who shed his blood for the name of Christ, 
who did not fear the judgement of the world, 
nor clung to any earthly honors, 
but set his heart on a heavenly reward. 



The Incensation of the Altar and the Church 
 

Bishop:  Let our prayer rise O Lord,  
like incense in your sight; 
and as this house is filled with a pleasing fragrance,  
so let your Church be fragrant with the 
aroma of Christ. 

 
Psalm                  Psalm 138, setting by Joncas 
 

 
 
 
The Lighting of the Altar and the Church 
 

Bishop:  Let the light of Christ shine brightly in the Church, that all nations may 
attain the fullness of truth.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



PART FOUR 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Song             Locus Iste, Bruckner 
 

Locus iste a Deo factus est,    This place was made by God, 
Inaestimabile sacramentum,   a priceless sacrament; 
irreprehensibilis est.    it is without reproach. 

 
During the Offertory a collection is taken up for the benefit of the music ministry program at St. Theresa.  

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Bishop: May the gifts of your joyful Church 
  be acceptable to you, O Lord, 
  so that your people, gathering in this holy house, 
  may come through these mysteries to 
       everlasting salvation. 
  Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
Preface Dialogue     
  

Bishop : The Lord be with you. 
 And with your spirit. 

 Bishop : Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Bishop : Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right and just. 

 
Preface 
 

  



Holy, Holy           Deutsche Mass, Schubert, arr. Proulx 
 

 
 
 
Memorial Acclamation 

 

 
 



Great Amen 
 

 
 
 

Communion Rite 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
 
Bishop:   Deliver us, Lord, … 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
 

Lamb of God 
 

 
  



Bishop:  Behold the Lamb of God… 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.  

 
 
Communion Procession                          Ave Verum, Byrd 
 

Ave verum corpus, 
Natum de Maria virgine; 
Vere passum immolatum 
In crucis pro homine. 
Cuius latus perforatum 
Unda fluxit sanguine. 
Esto nobis praegustatum 
In mortis examine. 
O dulcis, o pie, 
O Jesu Fili Mariae, 
Miserere mei. Amen. 

 
 

        Cantique de Jean Racine, Faure 
 

Verbe égal au très Haut 
Notre unique espérance 
Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux 
De la paisible nuit 
Nous rompons le silence 
Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux 
Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux 
Répands sur nous le feu de ta grâce puissante 
Que tout l'enfer, que tout l'enfer 
Fuie au son de ta voix 
Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languissante 
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de tes lois 
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de tes lois 
Ô Christ soit favorable à ce peuple fidèle 
Pour te bénir maintenant rassemblé 
Reçois les chants qu'il offre 
À ta gloire immortelle 
Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé 
Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé 
Et de tes dons 

 
 
 
  

Hail, true body, 
Born of the virgin Mary; 
Who has truly suffered, slaughtered 
On the Cross for humanity. 
Whose side was pierced, 
Pouring out water and blood. 
Be a foretaste for us 
During our ordeal of death. 
O sweet, o holy, 
O Jesus Son of Mary, 
Have mercy on me. Amen. 

Word equal to the All-High,  
our only hope of heaven, 
Eternal Dayspring of the earth and sky, 
We break the silent calm of the untroubled even: 
Saviour divine, bend upon us thine eye. 

Of thy triumphant grace  
pour over us the fire 
That, when thou dost but speak, all hell confounds; 
Dispel the lethargy of souls whose weak desire 
Oft makes them of thy laws transgress the bounds. 

O Christ, benignly view this faithful congregation, 
Met now their edifice of praise to build; 
Receive their proffered hymns,  
accept their true oblation, 
And send them home with all thy bounty filled. 



Prayer after Communion 
 

Bishop:  Let us pray…through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Procession      Pange lingua gloriosi 
 

 
 
 

Words of Thanks            Reverend Timothy Fairman, Pastor 
 

 
  



Concluding Rites 
 

 
Greeting and Final Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
 
Hymn to Mary         O Sanctissima  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Choral Postlude          Praise be Christ, Mvt. III from “Te Deum,” by Forrest 
 

Please remain in your pew until the music has concluded. 
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IT IS NOT TO REMAIN IN A 

GOLDEN CIBORIUM 

THAT HE COMES DOWN 

EACH DAY FROM HEAVEN,  

BUT TO FIND ANOTHER HEAVEN, 

THE HEAVEN OF OUR SOUL IN 

WHICH HE TAKES DELIGHT. 

- ST. THéRèSE OF LISIEUX 

Www.sttheresachurch.org 
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